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Kolkata:  In view of 5 
hrs Traffic Block (from 
11.00 hrs to 16.00 hrs) on 
15.01.2021 for S&T testing 
towards commissioning of 
Electronic Interlocking at 
Joychandipahar station in 
Adra Division of South East-
ern Railway, the following 
trains will be regulated:-

I) 68046/68045 Asansol-
Adra-Asansol MEMU Pas-
senger will remain can-
celled on 15.01.2021.

II) 08184 Dana-
pur-Tatanagar Express Spe-
cial will be controlled for 
about 90 mins in Asansol–
Joychandipahar section on 
15.01.2021.

Kolkata:  On 13.01.2021 
at about 09.00 hrs, an 
on-duty RPF  staff at Cen-
tral  station recovered a 
purse lying unclaimed on 
South side passenger sit-
ting chair. He brought it 
to the Station Master’s of-
fice at Central station and 
opened it in front of all of-
ficials and found cash and 
other essential items like 
ATM Card, Voter Card and 
Smart Card from it. Public 
announcements were made  
about this recovery at all  
stations from the Central 

Control immediately after 
requesting the owner of the 
bag to contact the Station 
Master, Central station.   

After hearing the an-
nouncement, a lady pas-
senger came to the Station 
Master’s office of Central 
station and claimed the 
ownership of the purse. 
After proper verification 
and observing all official 
formalities, it was handed 
over to her. She appreciat-
ed the work of the Metro 
staff to help her get back 
the lost bag.

Kolkata:  Nitish Kumar’s 
JDU is preparing to con-
test the assembly elec-
tions in the state.  In the 
meantime, Nitish Kumar’s 
Bengal fighters are holding 
meetings in different dis-
tricts to review the organi-
zational preparations and 
the situation.  

As the state assembly 
election is knocking at the 
door, different political 
parties through out the 
country are rushing  to 
Bengal to contest the up-
coming election. Though 
maximum of these perties 
will yeild no result in this 
effort.

After scrutinizing ev-
erything and receiving a 
detailed report, the central 
leaders will decide how 
many seats will be con-
tested.  The party’s state 
president Ashok Das said, 
Central leaders would also 
visit the state before the 
elections. Especially Bihar 
Chief Minister Nitish Ku-
mar and party all-India 
president Ramchandra 
Prasad Singh will come in 
the state soon.  Ashok Das 
wants to go to the polls 
in Bengal with Nitish Ku-
mar’s “model of good gov-
ernance” in mind.  

According to party 
sources, several districts 
have already been identi-
fied and various programs 
are being carried out 
there. 

JDU’s Banga Brigade has 
started the task of forming 
a front with various or-
ganizations of Scheduled 
Castes and Scheduled 
Tribes like Jharkhand Dis-
am Party and Adivasi Sen-
gal Abhiyan. 

The three parties also 
held a public meeting in 
Gazol on Tuesday.  The 
party leaders claimed that 
there was a huge response 
among the common peo-
ple.  Indigenous organiza-
tion leader Salkhan Mur-
mu and state president 
Ashok Das were present at 
the meeting.  

The special campaign 
of the three-party front 
has started from Purulia. 
He will hold a meeting in 

Kokrajhar on Thursday 
and return to Jamshedpur 
tomorrow.  The JDU has 
sent a message to the trib-
al community, “Salkhan 
Murmu is not only your 
guru or leader, he is also 
our leader.”  And as a re-
sult of giving this message, 
the state president claimed 
that there was a “good re-
sponse” in their meeting.  

He claimed that more 
than 10,000 people had 
gathered at Maldar Gazol’s 
meeting.  South Dinajpur 
Buniyadpur about 5 thou-
sand.  

He also claimed that 
2,000 people had gath-
ered in Purulia.  In the 
words of the state presi-
dent, “It is not possible to 
say now how many seats 
will be contested. The rate 
at which the response has 
been received is that the 
central leaders are coming 
to the state after January 
8. 

The central leaders of 
the party are also lean-
ing towards West Bengal.  
They will take the final de-
cision in this regard. ”  

The JDU central leaders 
have been keeping an eye 
on everything from the se-
lection of candidates to the 
number of seats in a dis-
trict, Ashok Das claimed, 
adding that they would 
take a final decision after 
receiving all the reports.  
Purulia, Bankura, Dui Bur-
dwan, Asansol, Hooghly, 
South Dinajpur, North Di-
najpur, Malda and Siligu-
ri are being targeted, the 
state president said.  

He said that all the pro-
grams are being carried 
out by forming a front 
with the Indigenous Sin-
gle Campaign.  But these 
campaigns and fighting 
elections are not just to so-
lidify their own ground in 
this state.  The JDU wants 
to field Nitish Kumar as its 
prime ministerial candi-
date in the upcoming 2024 
Lok Sabha elections.  As a 
preliminary step, the Nit-
ish-Brigade has adopted a 
strategy of contesting as-
sembly elections in other 
states.

Kolkata:  It was a huge 
boost for the export ini-
tiatives of GRSE, when 
the Harbour Department, 
Ministry of Public Works, 
Govt of Guyana signed the 
contract with the shipyard 
on 13 Jan 21, to build an 
Ocean-Going Vessel at a 
cost of 12.7 MUS$.

The 1700 tons(appx) 
vessel is to be used on the 
Coastal and Riverine Areas 
of Guyana, and shall be 
equipped  with two Cat-
erpillar Marine Diesel En-
gines coupled with Twin 
Disc Reduction Gear Boxes 
to achieve 15 knots speed.

GRSE has been a pio-
neer warship builder of 
the nation having deliv-
ered the highest number 
of warships till date, since 
its inception as a DPSU in 
1960. The 106 warships 
built by GRSE so far range 
from Advanced Frigates to 
Anti-Submarine Warfare 
Corvettes to Fleet Tankers, 
Fast Attack Crafts etc. with 
the Shipyard having many 

firsts to its credit including 
the unique achievement of 
having exported the first 
warship by an Indian Ship-
yard, CGS Barracuda to 
Mauritius.

GRSE  has the capability 
to construct 20 ships con-
currently, spread across its 
three production locations 
and having modernized its 
infrastructure with Mod-
ular Integrated Facility. 
This Project shall further 
consolidate GRSE’s posi-
tion as a unique shipyard 
with all round capability to 
design and build warships 
and vessels for export with 
State-of-the-Art Technolo-
gy. GRSE in the recent past 
has delivered 14 Warships 
in 42 months which clocks 
an average of a delivery 
every three months, a no 
mean feat. The export ini-
tiative of the shipyard have 
gained momentum with the 
award of this order and it 
is expected that the coming 
years will see a marked rise 
in its export orderbook.

Kolkata:  Tata Motors, In-
dia’s leading automotive 
brand, today formally un-
veiled the new avatar of the 
iconic Tata Safari, which is a 
potent combination of power 
and elegant sophistication. 
In a flag-off ceremony held 
today, the first Safari in its 
full glory rolled out of the line 
from the plant in Pune. While 
the Safari makes its way to 
the showrooms, leveraging 
the power of digital, Tata 
Motors has also launched 
the Tata Safari Imaginator 
suite, power packed with in-
teractive features using Aug-
mented Reality (AR), for cus-
tomers to explore the Safari 
virtually at their preferred 
location including their living 
room!  

The award winning Im-
pact 2.0 design language of 
the new Safari readily tells its 
all-purpose nature. The Safa-
ri’s unique and domineering 
stance has been enhanced in 
the new avatar and key areas 
like the elegant grille, the un-
mistakable stepped roof and 
the imposing tailgate have 
been given ultra - premium 
finishes. Sculpted impecca-
bly with an uncompromised 
strong stance, imposing 
wheel arches and a careful 
accenting of chrome gives 
the new Safari a jewel-like 
appearance. The interior 
of the Safari takes the pre-
mium element even higher, 
with the rich Oyster White 
interior theme, paired with 
Ash Wood dashboard. It is 
specially designed and devel-
oped for the socially active, 
fun loving customer group, 
who seek unique experiences 
and adventure. 

Unveiling the first official 
look of the new Tata Safari, 
Mr. Guenter Butschek, CEO & 
MD, Tata Motors said, “The 
Safari is our flagship offering 
to connect the aspirations of 
the discerning and evolved 
Indian customer. It had intro-
duced India to the SUV life-
style and in its new avatar, 
will carry forward this rich 
idea to build further its leg-
acy. The new Tata Safari is 
ideal for families and groups 
with a multifaceted lifestyle, 
who prefer to drive together 
for work or leisure, as it of-
fers an unmatchable combo 
of an exceptionally strong 
lineage, robust build quality, 
premium finishes and the 
4Ps of Power, Performance, 
Presence and Prestige to 
‘Reclaim Your Life’. We look 
forward to making the Safa-
ri rule the Indian roads once 
again.” 

The new Safari has 
evolved to satisfy the new 
age SUV customers, who de-

mand arresting design, un-
paralleled versatility, plush 
and comfortable interiors, 
outstanding performance for 
a modern, multifaceted life-
style. Customers can now get 
close with the new Safari by 
remotely accessing the Tata 
Safari Imaginator suite.  Sim-
ply by using their handsets, 
they can take a walk around 
the new Safari or choose to 
step inside it for a fully im-
mersive experience, in their 
preferred environment for a 
real-life like feel. Click here 
(https://cars.tatamotors.
com/suv/safari/ar) to experi-
ence the new Tata Safari!

The new Safari propor-
tions are imposing, accentu-
ated by wide, large wheels, 
with tremendous road pres-
ence and powered with a 
graceful agility. The smart 
and expressive surface treat-
ment brings in a surreal dy-
namism, making the Safari 
seem like it is moving even 
while standing still. The icon-
ic stepped roof, held between 
the equally well regarded 
roof-rails have been re-imag-
ined making them immense-
ly stylish and yet functional.  

The interiors of the new 
Safari too have been crafted 
with exquisite deft to convey 
a classy, comfortable feel via 
diligently curated choice of 
features, superior ‘In-touch’ 
interfaces and the intrigu-
ing addition of superlative 
details. All materials used 
convey the touch, feel and 
colour of luxury anchored in 
authenticity, giving the SUV 
its deserving plush feel. The 
new Safari carry forwards 
the legend’s much lauded 
for aspect of space and cos-
setting occupants with high 
driving and sitting positions 
that make them always feel 
in command. With purpose-
ful aesthetics, the surface 
language of the new Safari 
continues to remain clean, 
uncluttered and benefits 
from the addition of a unique 
design element - the signa-
ture Tri-arrow motifs.  

The new Safari further 
builds on the legacy of pres-
tige and outstanding perfor-
mance by combining Tata 
Motors’ Impact 2.0 design 
language with the proven 
capability of OMEGARC, an 
architecture derived from the 
renowned D8 platform from 
Land Rover, which in itself 
is the gold standard of SUVs 
worldwide. This adaptive ar-
chitecture allows for further 
drive train enhancements 
including all-wheel drive and 
possibilities of electrification 
in future. 

Tata Motors will open 
bookings of the Safari soon. 

Kolkata/ New Delhi:  Some 
of the news report in section 
of media that Railways has 
been charging extra fares 
from passengers. This is 
misleading and not based 
on all the facts.

Festival / Holiday  special 
trains were started as per 
the long standing practice 
to clear the rush. Festivals 
have been continuing and 
even today the harvest festi-
val is being celebrated. This 
year there has been pent up 
demand on many sectors 
on which the festival trains 
were running. These festival 
trains have been continued 
to clear the rush.

The fare for such trains 
has been kept little higher 
since 2015. NOTHING NEW 
is being done this year. This 
is an established practice.

It may be noted that Pas-
senger operations have al-
ways been subsidized by 
railways. Railways bears 
loss for travel by passenger.  
Railways has been running 
trains in covid times in most 
challenging circumstances. 
Running in low occupancy 
in many sections and still 
operating in public welfare.

Not only this, Railways 
has taken special care 
about the Travel by those 
travelling by lowest fare in 
trains so that even in Covid 
times they bear the least 
burden.

In all the trains that are 
being run, besides other 
classes, the trains have 
large number of 2S class 
coaches which has the low-
est fare in the reserved cat-
egory.

40 % of the passengers 
have travelled in 2S class 
in much better traveling 
conditions than pre covid, 
unreserved travelling situ-

ations.
As per the policy, 2S pas-

sengers, even in special 
fare case are NOT charged 
more than additional Rs 15 
/-.

Indian Railways is con-
stantly increasing the num-
ber of trains in a graded 
manner. Full restoration 
of regular services of pas-
senger trains, to pre covid 
times, is to be considered 
keeping in view a range of 
factors and operational cir-
cumstances.

Indian Railways had to 
stop running of regular 
trains due to Covid related 
nationwide lockdown on 
March 22nd, 2020 as mea-
sure to counter the spread 
of Corona virus.  Trains 
are being added in a grad-
ed manner. Even during 
challenging times of Covid, 
Indian Railways has oper-
ationalized almost 60 % of 
the Mail/Express trains as 
compared to the pre lock 
down times. 77% of these 
special trains have fares of 
regular trains.  Around 250 
trains daily are running as 
trains with special fares.

Total 1058 Mail/Express, 
4807 suburban services & 
188 passenger trains are 
presently in operation aver-
age on a daily basis.

Health situation of States, 
views of the State Govern-
ments, etc also need to be 
taken in into account before 
getting into normal opera-
tions.

Many trains are being 
run in spite of low occupan-
cy for the benefit of people.

The number of special 
trains has constantly in-
creased in a graded man-
ner.

The situation is being 
constantly monitored.

Kolkata:  In the backdrop 
of COVID-19, Eastern Rail-
way has made elaborate 
arrangements for the con-
venience of the pilgrims of 
Gangasagar Mela.

For hassle free journey 
as well as in an effort to 
maintain physical distanc-
ing among the pilgrims, ad-
ditional services of 12 gal-
loping EMU special trains 
have been arranged up 
to 17 January, 2021 from 
Sealdah (South)/Kolkata/ 
Lakshmikantapur/Nam-
khana/Kakdwip. Moreover, 
03 regular local trains in 
the section has been ex-
tended for the mela period.  

At Sealdah/Kakdwip/
Namkhana stations, spe-
cial team of Railways have 

been deployed for guidance 
of the pilgrims. Publicity of 
timings of high & low tide 
are being done in circulat-
ing & outside area of the 
stations for the benefit of 
the pilgrims. Enough RPF 
personnel have been de-
ployed round the clock at 
Sealdah, Lakshmikantapur, 
Kakdwip, Princep Ghat & 
Namkhana stations. Pa-
ra-medical staff are ren-
dering First Aid services 
at Kakdwip & Namkhana 
Railway stations to meet 
medical urgency of the pil-
grims.

Special lighting arrange-
ments has been done at 
Prinsep Ghat, Kakdwip & 
Namkhana stations. Ad-
equate arrangement of 

drinking water has been 
made at Prinsep Ghat, Ka-
kdwip & Namkhana sta-
tions. Additional toilets are 
being provided at Prinsep 
Ghat, Kakdwip & Namkha-
na stations for the conve-
nience of the pilgrims.

Volunteers of Civil De-
fence, Scouts & Guides 
and St. John Ambulances 
are assisting the Railway 
officers at Sealdah, Kakd-
wip & Namkhana stations 
during the mela days. For 
close circuit monitoring, 
CCTVs are made available 
at Kakdwip, Namkhana 
& Sealdah South stations. 
Two tower wagons are 
kept ready at Baruipur & 
Lakshmikantapur stations 

to rush to the site with RPF 
in case of emergency. Reg-
ular announcements are 
also made in all stations for 
Gangasagar Mela pilgrims 
in three languages. There 
are directional signage 
flexes at suitable locations 
at Sealdah station for guid-
ing pilgrims.

About 10,000 passen-
gers availed train services 
from Kakdwip and Nam-
khana in two days (i.e. 12 
& 13 January, 2021).

Eastern Railway urges 
upon all the pilgrims to 
maintain COVID appropri-
ate behaviour and to wear 
mask, maintain physical 
distancing & carry sanitiz-
er.

Kolkata/Durgapur:  A we-
binar was organized by 
Federation of Small & Medi-
um Industries, West Bengal 
(FOSMI)on 13.01.2021 on 
‘Sustainable Innovative Solu-
tions of CSIR-CMERI for MS-
MEs’ where Prof. (Dr.) Harish 
Hirani, Director, CSIR-CMERI 
delivered the Chief Speaker 
speech on the above subject. 
A number of  MSMEs indus-
tries, entrepreneurs, startups  
and other stake holders par-
ticipated in the said webinar.

Biswanath Bhattacharya, 
President, FOSMI, West Ben-
gal, in his welcome address 
welcomed and thanked Prof. 
Harish Hirani for providing 
an opportunity to the MSMEs 
of the region to learn about 
crucial CSIR-CMERI tech-
nology interventions. Bhat-
tacharya briefly outlined the 
technological prowess and 
tremendous technology ad-
vancements made by CSIR-
CMERI in the recent years, 
especially in the domain of 
Sustainable and Affordable 
Technologies.

Tapas Das Gupta, Chair-
man, Smart Manufacturing 
Committee, FOSMI, West 
Bengal, introduced Prof. Har-
ish Hirani to attending partic-
ipants.

Prof. (Dr.) Harish Hirani 
stated that the MSMEs are 
the Life-Force of the Nation-
al Economy and is one of 
the major Economic Activity 
across the Nation are direct-
ly or indirectly linked with 
the MSMEs. CSIR-CMERI is 
focused upon providing Im-
port-Substitution through 

Innovative, Sustainable and 
Affordable Solutions with 
collaborative mode for the 
development of our society as 
well as the entire country. 

He added, “the Govern-
ment is also emphasizing on 
the import substitution and 
we need to move from the in-
dividualism to collaborative 
approach”. CSIR-CMERI in-
tends to extend its help to the 
MSMEs for harnessing the 
positive impact by providing 
the developed technologies 
and working towards the im-
port substation substantially.

Prof. Harish Hirani gave 
an elaborate and detailed 
presentation on Solar Tech-
nologies/Artefacts, Bio-Mass 
Briquettes, Smoke-Free 
Chulha,  two-variants of the 
Mechanized Leaf Collection 
Technologies, Semi-Contin-
uous and Fully-Automated 

Bio-Diesel Plants, Solar & 
Bio-Diesel based Energy 
Mini-Grid, Municipal Solid 
Waste Management, Sus-
tainable Cooking System, 
Iron-Fluoride-Arsenic Water 
Purification Technologies, 
Water Testing Facilities, 
Processing, Purification of 
Waste Water & Effluent Wa-
ter Treatment Plant towards 
conservation of Fresh Water 
Resources, Smart Parking, 
Smart Lighting, Air Purifier 
and many other technolo-
gies. Besides, the plethora 
of Manufacturing Technolo-
gies such as Multi-Fab, Nano 
Lase, Artery Forceps Manu-
facturing, Arrow Head, 316 
L Latch, Cu Nozzle etc. The 
numerous Technical Services 
and Training Modules pro-
vided by CSIR-CMERI were 
also briefly presented to the 
MSMEs.

CSIR-CMERI is ready to 
extend the hand handling 
approach to the MSMEs with 
its available technological 
and ICT based interventions 
which can help MSMEs to get 
the desired and sustainable 
results.

He, was also requested to 
all the participating MSME/
Business entities to please 
visit CSIR-CMERI and get a 
first-hand understanding of 
the developed technologies

In the Question & Answer 
session numerous MSME 
representatives requested 
Prof. Hirani to please carry 
forward the momentum to-
wards the further develop-
ment of Indigenous Tech-
nologies so that affordable 
and proudly Made in India 
products can be proliferat-
ed in the Indian Manufac-
turing Scenario.

Kolkata:  In remembrance 
of the late legendary actor 
Soumitra Chattopadhyay, a 
Retrospective Exhibition has 
been jointly organised by The 
Soumitra Chatterjee Foun-
dation, Emami Art and Muk-
homukhi to celebrate the late 
actor’s 86th birth anniver-
sary, which falls on January 
19. The Exhibition is open for 
public from January 15 to 31, 
2021 (except on Mondays and 
National Holidays) between 
11 am–7 pm. Spanning a pe-
riod of two weeks, the exhi-
bition, curated by Jyotirmoy 
Bhattacharya, will be held at 
Emami Art, located in Kolkata 
Centre for Creativity.

Mamata Banerjee, Chief 
Minister of West Bengal, in-
augurated the exhibition on 
Thursday in the august pres-
ence of Jogen Chowdhury, 
eminent painter; Deepa Chat-
terjee, wife of the late actor;  
Sougata Chatterjee and Pou-
lomi Bose, son and daughter 
of the late actor;  Jyotirmoy 
Bhattacharya, curator of the 
exhibition; Nav Ratan Jhawar, 
Vice President, The Soumi-
tra Chatterjee Foundation;  
RS Goenka, Founder and Jt. 
Chairman, Emami Group;  
Aditya Vardhan Agarwal, Di-
rector, Emami Group; and, 
Richa Agarwal, CEO- Emami 
Art and Chairperson, Kolkata 
Centre for Creativity. 

Born on January 19, 1935 
at Krishnanagar, West Ben-
gal, Soumitra Chatterjee had 
entered the world of acting 
first under the aegis of noted 
thespian Sisir Kumar Bhaduri 
and later grew to be one of the 

finest actors of Indian cinema 
largely under the mentorship 
of noted filmmaker Satyajit 
Ray. His portrayal of ‘Apu’ 
in ‘Apur Sansar’, the last of 
Ray’s Apu’s Trilogy series es-
tablished him in the hearts 
of the Bengali film lovers. 
Gradually he built up a rich 

repertoire of some of the fin-
est celluloid creations which 
won the hearts of cine-lov-
ers across the nation and 
even beyond boundaries. Not 
only acting in films and the-
atre, with his powerhouse of 
talent, Soumitra Chatterjee 
effortlessly traversed many 

other creative genres like 
theatre direction, composing 
of poetry and prose, recita-
tion and narration, paint-
ing and much more. This 
brought him many national 
and international awards 
and recognitions. 

Speaking on the occasion, 

Richa Agarwal, CEO- Emami 
Art and Kolkata Centre for 
Creativity said, “It is a great 
honour for Emami Art to 
celebrate the 86th birth an-
niversary of Soumitra Chat-
terjee, a cultural icon, acting 
legend, director, playwright, 
writer, poet and painter 

par excellence. The exhibi-
tion project at Emami Arts 
includes paintings, mem-
orabilia, some exemplary 
cinematic works as well as 
other events that shed light 
on Soumitra da’s incredible 
journey and immense con-
tribution.

Jogen Chowdhury, a noted 
painter and one of the main 
convenors of The Soumitra 
Chatterjee Foundation said, 
“This is the first public ex-
hibition by The Soumitra 
Chatterjee Foundation cele-
brating the 86th birth anni-
versary of the legend. Most 
of us know him as a film and 
theatre personality, but there 
were many others facets to 
his creative personality. In 
this exhibition, we have tried 
to capture this multi-faceted 
creativity of Soumitra Chat-
terjee of which his paintings 
needs a special mention. 
Today we are celebrating 
his birth anniversary and 
we feel nothing could have 
been a better tribute than 
an exhibition like this which 
showcases the artist in him 
in totality.”

Poulomi Bose, daughter of 
the late actor said, “When I 
lost my father in November 
2020, the sense of loss and 
emptiness left me bereft, 
hurt and aching. The only 
way to come to terms with 
this devastating loss was 
to keep his memories alive 
and what better way to do 
that than to carry forward 
his legacy and preserve his 
works for his countless ad-
mirers and his loved ones.”
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CM with Deepa Chatterjee, wife of the late thespian. Pic: Prabir Bhattacharya
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